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Poetic Terms & Forms

	Terminology
	Definition 
	

	Alliteration
	Repetition of critical consonant sounds in neighbouring words
	

	Assonance
	The correspondence or rhyming of one word with another in the accented and following vowels, but not in the consonants. Widely used today to cover a wide range of vowel correspondences
	

	Blank verse
	Unrhymed lines all in the same meter, usually iambic pentameter. Shakespeare’s plays use a lot of blank verse
	

	Cacophony
	Subjective impression of unpleasantness of sound
	

	Consonance
	Repetition of end or medial consonants, as in “blank” and “think” or “The curfew tolls the knell of parting day.” 
	

	Couplet
	Two consecutive lines of verse with end rhymes  
	

	Euphony
	Pleasing sounds (relative and subjective, of course, to the reader)
	

	Free verse
	Verse without rhyme, meter or regular rhythm  
	

	Iambic pentameter
	Five metrical feet of two syllables (unstressed-stressed) – would make a 10-syllable line of poetry  
	

	Imagery
	A word picture
	

	Juxtaposition
	To place side by side, especially for comparison or contrast
	

	Metaphor
	A direct comparison (no “like” or “as”) – e.g. “My father was a monster!”
	

	Meter
	The recurrence in poetry of a rhythmic pattern, or the rhythm established by the regular occurrence of similar units of sound. The rhythmic unit within the line is called a “foot” (iambic, trochaic, anapestic, dactylic, spondaic, pyrrhic) and the number of feet in the line forms another means of describing meter  
	

	Mood
	In literature it is the emotional-intellectual attitude of the author toward the subject
	

	Onomatopoeia
	A word that imitates the sounds it represents – e.g. the buzzing of the bees
	

	Persona
	Literally from the Latin meaning “a mask”; The persona may be a narrator or an implied author – i.e. a voice not directly the author’s but created by the author and through which the author speaks
	

	Rhyme scheme
	Rhyme is a pattern of words that contains similar sounds; a rhyme scheme usually means rhymed words at the end of a line of poetry
	

	Rhythm
	Regular or approximately equivalent time intervals between events or the recurrence of specific sounds or kinds of sounds. In poetry established by a combination of accent and number of syllables. Rhythmic patterns lend pleasure and heightened emotional response and it establishes a pattern of expectations and rewards
	

	Simile
	Similarity between objects is directly expressed using “like” or “as” – e.g. “The sky looks like a picture puzzle”
	

	Stanza
	Recurrent grouping of two or more verse lines in terms of length, metrical form, and, often, rhyme scheme. Sometimes made according to thought as well as form, in which case the stanza is a unit like a prose paragraph
	

	Tone 
	Attitudes toward the subject and towards the audience implied in a literary work. Tone may be formal, informal, intimate, solemn, sombre, playful, serious, ironic, condescending or many other possible attitudes
	

	Verse
	(1) a unit of poetry, in which it has the same significance as a stanza or line; and (2) as a name given to metrical composition – i.e. rhythmical, metrical and rhymed
	


Poetic Forms

	Poetic forms
	Definitions
	

	Ballad
	A story in poetic form often about a tragic love; the ballad is usually sung
	

	Elegy
	A lyric poem lamenting a death
	

	Epic poem
	A major literary work (often a poem) dealing with an important theme; it often describing the adventures of heroes
	

	Lyric poem
	A brief, subjective (personal) poem strongly marked by imagination, melody and emotion, and creating a single, unified impression; it is perhaps the most broadly inclusive of all the various types of verse
	

	Ode
	A single, unified strain of exalted lyrical verse, dedicated to a single purpose, and dealing with one theme. The ode is elaborate, dignified, and imaginative and more complicated in form than most lyric types
	

	Sonnet
	14-line poem developed in Italy around the 13th century and following one of several set of rhyme schemes (e.g. Italian/Petrarchan or Shakespearean). The sonnet is usually divided into an octave (8-lines) and sestet (last 6-lines). The octave states the proposition, or raises a question; the sestet  drives home the narrative by making an abstract comment, applying the proposition or solving the problem 
	


